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In this episode 
In this episode, podcast hosts Daniel Pewewardy and Jenny Durham take a trip to Abilene, KS to visit 

the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum & Boyhood Home. They interview Jim Ginther, 

Supervisory Archivist for the library and talk about unique items in the collection, how they are 

celebrating America250, and why you don’t have to be a scholar or history buff to visit a presidential 

library.  

Topics discussed in this episode (with timestamps) 
• Jim talks about his background as an archivist 4:35 

• How the Eisenhower Library is celebrating America250 5:30 

• History of the Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum & Boyhood Home 8:30 

• What makes the Eisenhower Presidential Library unique compared to other 

presidential libraries 14:30 

• A day (or year) in the life of an archivist at a presidential library 16:55 

• Ike’s Work Exhibit 20:57 

• History and culture of the Abilene, KS community 30:30 

• Luna 2 32:07 

• Eisenhower’s “In Case of Failure” letter 35:10 



• Eisenhower’s demerit book 40:25 

• How presidential libraries are different from other types of libraries and archives 

43:33 

• Who can visit the library and how to plan a visit 47:17 

• Planning a visit to the museum and Eisenhower’s boyhood home  52:00 

• What new visitors find most surprising about presidential libraries 1:00:55 

• America250 celebrations and Eisenhower’s legacy 1:05:00 

• Jim’s book recommendation to learn more about President Eisenhower 1:09:15 

Books, authors, films & other media mentioned in this 

episode 

• At Ease: Stories I Tell To Friends by Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Relevant links to topics mentioned in this episode  

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum & Boyhood Home  

The Vietnam Center and Sam Johnson Vietnam Archive @ Texas Tech University 

Library of the Marine Corps: Archives Branch, Marine Corps History Division  

KCLYradio.com: The Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum Presents The Well-

Lit Shadow, Play Based on Archival Material from Eisenhower Administration (May 

19, 2026) 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

National Archives: Presidential Library History  

The Presidential Libraries Act of 1955  

Eisenhower Foundation 

Eisenhower Presidential Library: Current Exhibits  

Visit Abilene, KS  

Nasa.gov: 60 Years Ago Luna 2 Makes Impact in Moon Race (September 12, 2019)  

Eisenhower Presidential Library: Ike and Mamie’s Favorites 

Miller Center @ The University of Virginia: The Age of Eisenhower  

Link to episode transcript 

If you enjoyed this episode, please like, share and subscribe!  
 

Listen on Spotify 

Listen on Apple Podcasts 

Watch on YouTube 

Credits 
Hosts: Daniel Pewewardy and Jenny Durham 

Guest(s): Ian Bailey 

https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/research/centers-institutes/?slug=the-vietnam-center-and-sam-johnson-vietnam-archive
https://grc-usmcu.libguides.com/marine-corps-archives/main/home
https://kclyradio.com/blog/the-eisenhower-presidential-library-and-museum-presents-the-well-lit-shadow-play-based-on-archival-material-from-eisenhower-administration/
https://kclyradio.com/blog/the-eisenhower-presidential-library-and-museum-presents-the-well-lit-shadow-play-based-on-archival-material-from-eisenhower-administration/
https://kclyradio.com/blog/the-eisenhower-presidential-library-and-museum-presents-the-well-lit-shadow-play-based-on-archival-material-from-eisenhower-administration/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/about/history
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/laws/1955-act.html
https://eisenhowerfoundation.net/
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/current-exhibits
https://abilenekansas.org/
https://www.nasa.gov/history/60-years-ago-luna-2-makes-impact-in-moon-race/
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/eisenhowers/ike-and-mamies-favorites
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/educational-resources/age-of-eisenhower
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